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35th EURASHE Annual Conference 

Call for contributions 

Background 

The 35th EURASHE Annual Conference provides an international platform to discuss the latest policy 
developments in the Higher Education sector. It attracts a diversity of delegates – heads of 
institutions, higher education practitioners, policy-makers, academics and students – from the 
education community across Europe and beyond. Each year, the conference theme explores a new 
issue relevant to applied Higher Education; the 2026 theme “Impact, Industry, Society: Demand-
driven research and innovation for a competitive Europe”  seeks to explore applied research and 
innovation and the impact that Universities of Applied Sciences generate onto the regions and cities 
where they are located. 

Applied research at Universities of Applied Sciences has emerged in the last two decades. In the 
field of education, applied research plays a vital role in solving practical problems and improving 
educational practices. Moreover, it can contribute to resolving societal issues when researchers 
work closely with public and private sector organisations. Several questions, therefore, arise: to 
what concrete changes in society does applied research contribute? How do results of applied 
research benefit cities and regions? How to demonstrate the social impact of research at 
universities of applied sciences? (Source) 

In view of these questions, we are currently accepting contributions to breakout sessions 
addressing the key question of the Annual Conference: How can applied research contribute to 
innovation for industry and societal challenges, and what are the effects of applied research on 
(improving) educational practices at applied sciences universities? 

Contributions can be based on both theory and practice, including but not limited to the following 
topics:  

• Good practice of demand-led research and knowledge valorisation; 
• The ‘quadruple helix’ in action: examples of transformative innovation in local and regional 

ecosystems of HEIs, enterprise, public authorities and civil society; 
• Institutional strategies for research at applied universities; 
• Trends, and developments in research funding and policy; 
• Research careers and assessment at applied universities; 
• Entrepreneurship, including incubators and the development of entrepreneurial competences 

in staff and students; 
• Links between research and education for innovation. 

https://doorwerking-hbo-onderzoek.nl/en/
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Session format 

Proposed sessions should: 

• Be a maximum of 45 minutes (including presentation and Q&A); 
• Target an audience of higher education leaders and policy-makers; 
• Be interactive and foster participant engagement (e.g. Mentimeter, Miro, Slido, ...).  

Selection process 

Contributions are reviewed by a Programme Committee composed of representatives from EURASHE 
member institutions as well as external experts. The names of Committee members are published 
on the conference webpage. The Committee evaluates submitted contributions according to the 
following criteria: 

• Quality of the submitted proposal (writing style, structure, ideas presented clearly, etc.); 
• Relevance to the conference theme, research question and topics; 
• Participant engagement. 

Submission strands 

• Strand 1 — EURASHE Members 
o 70% of the total number of sessions are reserved for EURASHE member institutions 
o Deadline: 15 December 2025 
o Not sure if your institution is a member of EURASHE? Check here 

• Strand 2 — Open Call 
o 30% of the total number of sessions are open to all contributors, members and non-

members of EURASHE 
o Unsuccessful Strand 1 proposals will be automatically considered in this strand 
o Deadline: 15 January 2026 

Application 

• Strand 1 submission deadline: 15 December 2025 
• Strand 2 submission deadline: 15 January 2026 
• Successful applicants will be notified by: 28 January 2026 

To submit your contribution, download and complete the dedicated form. Send to 
events@eurashe.eu in PDF format with the subject “AC35 Call for contributions”. Questions about 
the call can be directed to the same email address. Incomplete forms will not be accepted. 

*Selected contributors will benefit from a reduced fee to attend the conference. 

https://www.eurashe.eu/events/annual-conference-2026/
https://www.eurashe.eu/members-directory/
https://eueurashe.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/EQ4G9tI7PqNJs0rOo9Fs1jQBZ2ikvhKCFZMtHjXKbVXcEw?e=9N64Zw
mailto:eurashe@eurashe.eu
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