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Higher Education
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Definition

a distinct form of Higher Education that offers a 
particularly intense integration with the world of work 

in all its aspects (including teaching, learning, 
research and governance) and at all levels of the 

overarching Qualifications Framework of the 
European Higher Education Area. Its function is to 

diversify learning opportunities, enhance 
employability, offer qualifications and stimulate 

innovation, for the benefit of learners and society.
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Where are we Going?

diverse 
learning 

opportunities

Multitude of learning pathways ς
apprenticeships, learning by 

doing, learning while working

enhanced 
employability

giving students the ability to 
developa career

offering 
qualifications

Offering skills

stimulating 
innovation

Creating jobs
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Where are we coming from?

diverse 
learning 

opportunities

Multitude of learning pathways ς
apprenticeships, learning by 

doing, learning while working

enhanced 
employability

giving students the ability to get 
jobs

offering 
qualifications

Offering skills

stimulating 
innovation

Creating jobs

learning is 
too abstract

graduates are 
jobless

businesses 
highlight skill-

gaps

Weak, Jobless 
economy
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Roadblocks

ÅIncoherent Strategies at national/regional 

level

ïPHE needs funding in correspondence to its 

role

ïPHE needs administrative/legal roadblocks to 

cooperation with enterprise removed

ïPHE needs to be freed to innovate and 

research
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Roadblocks

ÅGeneral collaboration is not providing 

expected results

ÅExamples of best practice vary widely in 

quality and scope
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More Questions than Answers?

Å Respected role, mission and position of PHE within systems?

Å Institutional vs. programmatic dimension? Field specifics?

Å Variety of qualifications levels and approaches?

Å Data and evidence?

Å Objectives and performance indicators ïteaching/learning,

Å specifics of research and development?

Å Integration of life-long learning?

Å Flexibility and recognition of prior learning?

Å Student centred learning ïcomprehension, studentsô engagement and 

implementation?

Å Systematic interaction and collaboration with the world of work?

Å Capacity for implementation of relevant tools at institutional level?
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Are we Building a Bridge to Nowhere?


